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Chunhuhub has several examples of Puuc architecture, S DESIGN

especially with structures from the Junquillo and Mosaico PLACE NAME
: B . phases (AD 800-950), characterized by the use of simple

ik Y ' f | B or banded columns, stepped frets and finely worked
: ; masonry. CULTURE Maya

César Enriquez

Place of the huhub trees

(Pinus caribaea or Caribbean pine)

PERIOD Late Classic and Terminal Classic
DATE

CULTURA

AD 600-1000 SECRETARIA DE CULTURA

GET READY
TO EXPLORE

MAIN ATTRACTION

Q@ The Palace or Structure |

It stands on an unexplored platform. The front building
9 StrUCtU re | | displays four wide entrances. The second or central

peomT \ : ‘ doorway (the first was not restored) is lavishly decorated
This three-room building is right next to the Palace. The facade s [ g - - =3 on both sides. The frieze once had seated sculptures of
is plain and the middle molding, just as the cornice, is decorated e - 2 bl 5 " the solar god Kinich Ahau alternating with bats. Behind it is
with plain cylinders. The frieze displays groups of banded drums, : - W Siae ] another construction that has vaulted rooms, but that has
but the stepped fret designs stand out over the doorways, et ' N N ‘ A Y not yet been restored.
evoking oversized zoomorphic masks. A partially restored stairway - = et RO R \
is located between the two structures. r - The building was part of a palatial architectural group.

; Archaeological exploration and restoration work have only
restored some sectors to give an idea of the monumentality
and wealth invested by the ancient inhabitants of the valley.
The noteworthy quality of the masonry and its superb
assembly speak well of the Maya architects, as well as the
stoneworkers and masons who left us this magnificent
patrimony.
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ARCHITECTURE

DID YOU KNOW ?

The architectural splendor on the western part of the Syt Chunhuhub is the site of important examples of
peninsula dates to between AD 800 and 1000, with | : Puuc architecture.

examples of Puuc structures such as those at Chunhu-
hub, which are among the finest examples of the boom in

. The water supply in pre-Hispanic times came
this style.

from chultuns or underground cisterns to collect

rainwater.
WHERE TO SEE PUUC ARCHITECTURE?

Chunhuhub Structures I and Il.

The sculptures that once decorated the Palace
frieze are on display in the archaeological
museums of Campeche.

Today we can see the “raw shell” of structures
but in pre-Hispanic times buildings were covered
with lime plaster and painted in various colors,
mainly red.

SOME FIGURES

In about AD 500 there was marked demographic growth
on the kankab or red earth plain where Chunhuhub is
located,

ESSENTIALS i The buildings that we can see today have survived over
& & 1200 years
. 1200
Q) 7he Palace or Structure | @ 7he stairway between the
two structures o In 1843 John L. Stephens published Incidents of
9 Structure Il Travel in Yucatan, where he wrote of this archaeological
1843  zone.
2 In 2007, the Chunhiuhiih !*\rml'orﬂr‘\n lr\(‘\|y{v]mn \WAS

u implemented, which comprises slightly more than 45
45 hectares (111 acres)

All the exterior decoration at Chunhuhub ' e L

is clearly Puuc in style. Its beauty and s -' B e e i AND DO NOT MISS...

monumentality are heightened by the

1 1 4 _' e Avisit to the Xtacumbilxunaan Grottoes, a sacred place for the
Interplay Of dark and Ilght contrasts § ! R o O . ; N : A ! Mayas and whose name means “place of the hidden woman.”
of the plain wa"s alternating W|th : fiv s y _ N W s ‘ A ‘ Y The grottoes are roughly 200 meters (656 ft.) and have im-

= ' 8 = = , ‘ T et el : ¢ i - e o & | pressive stalagmite and stalactite formations offering visitors
the metlct"ous‘y cut and assembled i ! X : ! ¥ & F 2 i < S 0 8 Pt # an amazing visual spectacle,
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decoration.



