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GET READY
TO EXPLORE

@ The Barracks

The rooms of the north, west, and south buildings of what
is known as El Cuartel or The Barracks are visible. They
have two series of four vaults or rooms separated by a
central stair. The exterior decoration features vertical
rows of stacked long-nosed god heads contrasting with
plain wall surfaces in each group of rooms. Also typical is
the architectural elegance of the series of embedded half
columns.

@ The Red House

Only half of the three rooms of the south corner and the
extremely elegant roof comb can be seen. Immediately to
the east of this, separated by a narrow 9o cm (almost 3 ft.)
passage, is the outer wall of another similar construction.

HISTORICAL
OVERVIEW

One of the most spectacular sites in the Chenes areaq,
Santa Rosa Xtampak was perhaps the most important
regional capital in the area. It is one of the few sites

in the region that has stone altars, carved stelae with
dates of events, free-standing sculpture, and pyramidal
structures suggesting the city’s power. Furthermore, in
later times, perhaps around AD 900 to 1100, a saché
or road was introduced to join the main architectural
groupings and the Palace, which although not the city’s
largest structure, was remodeled and augmented.

In sum, everything considered “atypical” for the region

has been found in this ancient city. Thus, specialists have

regarded it as a regional capital, for it has the essential
elements that the small peripheral cities lacked, as
subordinate entities under the control and dependent
on a capital. Further, the settlement’s extension (30
square kilometers or 11.5 square miles) and its sphere of
influence has been calculated at 400 square kilometers
(154.5 square miles) make Santa Rosa Xtampak one of
the most influential centers.

Q Building of the Serpent Mouth

The serpent mouth is a clear allusion to the creator god
[tzamnd, shown as the portal with the sacred monster’s gaping
jaws framing the door, flanked by the creature’s earflares. The
elements resembling snouts are actually the feet, suggesting the
idea of crouching, with bent legs.
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HOW TO GET
THERE

From the city of
Campeche, take federal
highway 261 northeast
toward the community
of Hopelchén, which

is 87 km (54 miles)
from the state capital.
From there take federal
highway “via ruinas” (via
the ruins) that goes to
Yucatdn. When you pass
Hopelchdn, 2 km (1%
miles) to the north, take
the turnoff to the site,
going northeast and for
about 28 km (17V4 miles)
to Santa Rosa Xtampak.
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MAIN ATTRACTION

Q@ The Palace

One of the best designed and built palaces in the Chenes region,
it is a remarkable work attesting to the ingenuity and skill of its
builders. This impressive building has three stories and a total

of forty-four rooms. The ground floor has twenty-seven rooms,
the second floor has twelve, including two at the southeast and

northeast corners, and the third floor has five.




ESSENTIALS

Building of the Serpent

It is a clear example of Chenes architecture, because it Mouth

displays the typical and enormous zoomorphic mask that
represents Itzamnd. It also has elements pertaining to
Puuc architecture, common in the Yucatdn Peninsula.
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